I. Introduction
The policies that underpin environmental protection in Croatia are set out in the National Environmental Strategy' and the National Environmental Action Plan2 passed by the Croatian Parliament on 25 January 2002.
The National Environmental Strategy attempts to reconcile action in two basic strategic directions. The first is based on a stimulative-affirmative approach, and the other on restrictions. The Strategy is entirely founded on the principles of sustainable development, and includes the following principles : the integration of environmental protection policies into other sectoral policies, the principles of partnership and shared responsibility, the principle of subsidiarity, changes in production methods and the use of a large number of instruments, which are mainly economic.
Croatia's primary foreign affair's goal over the past few years was and still is joining the European Union. Undoubtedly, one of the most important preconditions that Croatia has to fulfill before becoming a member state is the harmonization of its environmental legislation, standards and practices with EU regulations. This article will try to outline, in brief, both Croatia's achievements in this respect as well as those things that still need to be done.
The article is divided into four sections. First, it will provide a structural overview of Croatian environmental legislation. Second, an outline of the structure of governmental and non governmental institutions dealing with environmental issues. Third, the work that Croatia has already done and is currently doing within the programme of inter-* Martina Prpic is a lawyer at Zuric i Partneri in Zagreb. national cooperation regarding environmental protection, mainly within various EU programmes and fourthly, the paper will look more closely at the protection of specific parts of the environment in concreto, namely air, water and sea, soil and waste management.
II. Legislative framework of environmental protection
Constitution
The primary source of law in Croatia is the Constitution 3. The importance that is given to t he environment and its preservation is witnessed by the fact that the Constitution deals with environmental issues in several of its Articles. Thus, the Constitution prescribes that the protection of nature and the human environment are among the highest values of the Croatian constitutional order and represent the basis for the interpretation of the Constitution (Article 3), the right to a healthy life and the state's obligation to secure conditions for a healthy environment (Article 69), specific protection by the State of parts of nature (Article 52) and the possibility to limit entrepreneurs' liberties and ownership rights, where necessary, for the protection of the environment (Article 50, Paragraph 2).
International treaties
International treaties, which are in force, form a part of the Croatian domestic legal order and take primacy over its domestic laws. In order to have this status, an international treaty must be concluded and ratified in accordance with the Constitution, and published (Article 141 of the Constitution). A number of international treaties dealing with the issue of environmental protection have such a status in Croatia. Below is a summary of these legal instruments. 
